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John 8:31,32 — So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide
in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free.”

Three Blockades to Belief

John 8:33,34 — They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have
never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, “You will become free’?”
34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, everyone who practices sin is
a slave to sin.

I. Bondage to Sin

Galatians 5:1 (NKJV) — Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has
made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.

John 8:35,36 — The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son
remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

| Corinthians 10:13 — No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to
man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but
with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be
able to endure it.

John 8:37,38 — | know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill
me because my word finds no place in you. 38 | speak of what | have seen with
my Father, and you do what you have heard from your father.”

Il. Beleiving Lies

John 8:39-43 — They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to
them, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would be doing the works Abraham
did, 40 but now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that | heard
from God. This is not what Abraham did. 41 You are doing the works your father
did.” They said to him, “We were not born of sexual immorality. We have one
Father—even God.” 42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would
love me, for | came from God and | am here. | came not of my own accord, but
he sent me. 43 Why do you not understand what | say? It is because you cannot
bear to hear my word.

Isaiah 66:2 — All these things my hand has made, and so all these things came
to be, declares the Lord. But this is the one to whom | will look: he who is humble
and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.

John 8:44-49 — You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your
father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his
own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But because | tell the
truth, you do not believe me. 46 Which one of you convicts me of sin? If | tell the
truth, why do you not believe me? 47 Whoever is of God hears the words of God.
The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.” 48 The Jews
answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a
demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “| do not have a demon, but | honor my Father,
and you dishonor me.

lll. Denying Jesus

John 8:50-54 — Yet | do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and
he is the judge. 51 Truly, truly, | say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will
never see death.” 52 The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a
demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my
word, he will never taste death.” 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham,
who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54
Jesus answered, “If | glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who
glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’

Titus 1:15,16 — To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and
unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds and their consciences are
defiled. 16 They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are
detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work.

John 8:55-59 — But you have not known him. | know him. If | were to say that |
do not know him, | would be a liar like you, but | do know him and | keep his
word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and
was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have
you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, before
Abraham was, | am.” 59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid
himself and went out of the temple.

Watchman Nee — The believer in addition should assail the lies of the
evil spirits. Every suggestion from the enemy must be met resolutely with
the truth of the Bible. Answer doubts with the texts of faith; respond to
despair with words of hope; reply to fear with words of peace. If he does
not know the appropriate verse, let him pray for direction. Victory is
obtained by wielding the Sword of the Spirit.

Oswald Chambers — Until we know Jesus, God is merely a concept,
and we can't have faith in Him. But once we hear Jesus say, "He who
has seen Me has seen the Father" (John 14:9) we immediately have
something that is real, and our faith is limitless.



