


Part 1

Why does this 
topic of origins 

matter?



Get on the email list:  

josh@trc.life





Class Format:
7:00 - 7:20 lecture
7:20 - 7:40 video
7:40 - 8:00 discussion



Submit your topical questions! 

josh@trc.life  



FIELDS OF STUDY:

Theology.  Geology.  Philosophy.  
Paleontology.  Biology.  Astronomy.  
Archaeology.  And many, many more.  











GENESIS 1:1

In the beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth.



Earth formed from debris 
orbiting around our sun about 
4.5 billion years ago. The 
story begins earlier with the 
Big Bang nearly 14 billion 
years ago, which spewed 
hydrogen atoms throughout 
the universe.
Los Alamos National 
Laboratory



According to the conventional 
hypothesis, the earliest living 
cells emerged as a result of 
chemical evolution on our 
planet billions of years ago in a 
process called abiogenesis. 
Scientific American



trc.life/flood

The Rock Church believes the Bible (the inspired Word of 
God) is completely true. This means we believe it’s accurate 
as related to earthly events – both in the past and in the 
future.  We believe events described in the Bible happened 
just as they were written. The miracles described in the Bible 
are true, historical events that took place as the Scriptures 
depicted them.



trc.life/flood

Creation:  The Creation of the universe came about just as 
the Word of God described; it was a six-day Creation event. 
The true age of the earth (and all of the physical universe) is 
measured in thousands (not billions) of years (Genesis 1-11). 
Mankind began with two individuals who came into being 
through a special, personal, creative act of God (Genesis 2).



trc.life/flood

Flood: There was a time when the entire world was covered 
with water as the result of a year-long Flood. This was a 
judgment from God on all human and land dwelling life. It 
resulted in the death of all humans (and animals) who were 
not in the Ark during the Flood (Genesis 6-9).























Possible questions to investigate:

What is science? What can science teach us about origins? 
How old is the earth? What about radiocarbon/radiometric dating?
Did people evolve from primates? What about shared DNA?
Who did Adam and Eve’s children marry?
What does Genesis 1 actually teach?
Did the flood happen? Do we see any evidence of it?
How did the animals spread over the earth after the flood?
How does plate tectonics fit into all of this?
What about the ice age?
Where are the human fossils?
Aren’t there examples of evolution happening around us?
What does the Bible teach about astronomy? Does distant starlight present a problem?
How did we get the different races and languages?
How did Noah fit all the animals on the ark?
How do we get fossils? What happened to the dinosaurs?
How was the Grand Canyon formed? How do we explain the geological column?
Did Adam have a belly button?



Class Outline:

Gen. 1-3 – Creation, evolution, human evolution, meaning of day
Gen. 4 – More about the age of the earth
Gen. 6-9 – The flood and implications for geology and biology
Gen. 11 – Origins of languages and different people groups





JONAH 1:15-17
So they picked up Jonah and hurled him into 
the sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. 16 
Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and 
they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made 
vows.  17 And the Lord appointed a great fish 
to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the 
belly of the fish three days and three nights.



JONAH 2:10
And the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited 
Jonah out upon the dry land.





3 Interpretative Options:

Option 1: This story is fishy.  Didn’t happen.  This person doesn’t 
believe in miracles or God.

Option 2: This story is myth.  It didn’t happen like this.  But this person 
believes in miracles and God.  This is a myth to teach us a spiritual 
lesson.  

Option 3: This story is true.  The story actually happened as it is 
written.  This person believes in miracles and God.  



3 Interpretative Filters:

1: What does the actual Hebrew text say in in the Old Testament?







3 Interpretative Filters:

1: What does the actual Hebrew text say in in the Old Testament?

2: What does Jesus and the New Testament teach on the subject?



MATTHEW 12:38-41
Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered 
[Jesus], saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from 
you.” But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous 
generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given 
to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of 
the great fish (kētous), so will the Son of Man be 
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 



3 Interpretative Options:

Option 1: This story is fishy.  Didn’t happen.  This person doesn’t 
believe in miracles or God.

Option 2: This story is myth.  It didn’t happen like this.  But this person 
believes in miracles and God.  This is a myth to teach us a spiritual 
lesson.  

Option 3: This story is true.  The story actually happened as it is 
written.  This person believes in miracles and God.  



3 Interpretative Filters:

1: What does the actual Hebrew text say in in the Old Testament?

2: What does Jesus and the New Testament teach on the subject?

3: Is there any scientific evidence to support this Bible story?





3 Interpretative Filters:

1: What does the actual Hebrew teach in the Old Testament?

2: What did Jesus and the New Testament teach on the subject?

3: Is there any scientific evidence to support this Bible story?



Video:

Is Genesis History (12:28-23:33)

1. Paul Nelson PhD, Philosopher
2. Steven Boyd PhD, Hebraist



Discussion Questions:

1. Why did you sign up for this class?  What do you hope to get 
out of it?

2. What stood out to you from the lecture?  Any thoughts on 
Jonah?

3. Had you considered the implications of these two different 
worldviews: evolutionary and creationist?  Why does this topic 
matter to you?

4. What did you learn from the video?
5. What topic/question are you excited to study?




