


Part 8

What did 
Charles Darwin 

actually see?



Get on the class email list:

josh@trc.life



Two Theories of Origins

View #1 – God created the heavens and the earth.  
(in six days, thousands of years ago)

View #2 – The heavens and earth evolved without 
God.  (millions and billions of years ago)



Charles Darwin (English Naturalist)
1809 - 1882



HMS Beagle Expedition  
1831 - 1836



Visited Galapagos Islands
Sep. 17 – Oct. 17, 1835



Darwin’s Finches





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcM2
3M-CCog&ab_channel=biointeractive

3:40 – 5:41



Adaptation: changes
within a kind of creature.

Evolution: change from
one kind to different kind
of creature.







On the Origin of Species by 
Means of Natural 
Selection

The Preservation of 
Favoured Races in the 
Struggle for Life. 

(1859)





Annie’s cruel death destroyed Charles’ tatters 
of belief in a moral, just universe.  Later he 
would say that this period chimed the final 
death-knell for his Christianity.
Desmond and Moore



Four Big Ideas…
- variation of species.
- inheritance of favorable
characteristics.
- the struggle for 
existence.
- natural selection.



Part 2

Where did life 
come from?



Part 4

Did humans 
evolve from 
primates?



The belief that God had created mankind in His 
own image and likeness was shared by most 
western scientists until the 1850s.  That is until 
Charles Darwin arrived.  The British naturalist 
was the first to explain, with evidence, how 
evolution might occur by natural selection. 
B.B.C.



A man who has no assured and ever present 
belief in the existence of a personal God or of 
a future existence with retribution and reward 
can have for his rule of life, as far as I can see, 
only to follow those impulses and instincts which 
are the strongest or which seem to him the best 
ones. 
Charles Darwin



Although atheism might have been logically 
tenable before Darwin, Darwin made it 
possible to be an intellectually fulfilled atheist.
Richard Dawkins 





1. Be Fruitful and Multiply
GENESIS 1:22, 28, 8:17
22 And God blessed [the sea creatures and birds], saying, 
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let 
birds multiply on the earth.” 28 … And God said to [Adam 
and Eve], “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it…8:17 Bring out with you every living thing that is 
with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth—that they may swarm on the 
earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.



2. Multiply After Its Kind
GENESIS 1:11, 12, 21, 25
11“Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees 
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” 
12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to 
their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according 
to its kind.
21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that 
moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every 
winged bird according to its kind. 
25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the 
livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground 
according to its kind. 



3. All Creation is Cursed
ROMANS 8:19-22
For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was 
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him 
who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will 
be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 
For we know that the whole creation has been 
groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 



Evolutionary Model

Creation Model







https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gG7uCskUOrA&ab_channel=yourgenome

0:00 – 2:41 



Because DNA and proteins depend so 
intimately on each other for their survival, it's 
hard to imagine one of them having evolved 
first. But it's just as implausible for them to have 
emerged simultaneously out of a prebiotic soup.
Carl Zimmer





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFCvkkDSfIU&ab_channel=TED

6:24 – 8:27



There is enough information capacity in a single 
human cell to store the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, all 30 volumes of it, three or four 
times over.  There is enough storage capacity in 
the DNA of a single lily seed or a single 
salamander sperm to store the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica 60 times over. Some species of the 
unjustly called 'primitive' amoebas have as 
much information in their DNA as 1,000 
Encyclopaedia Britannicas.
Richard Dawkins 





Gene is considered the basic unit of inheritance.

Genetic code is the sequence of DNA and RNA 
that determines the amino acid sequence of 
proteins. 





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXFKJhUG
NS8&ab_channel=IsGenesisHistory%3F

6:12 – 13:04 



Adaptation: changes
within a kind of creature.

Evolution: change from
one kind to different kind
of creature.



Four mechanisms of evolution
1. Mutation

2. Migration

3. Genetic Drift

4. Natural Selection



Beneficial Mutation is a change in the DNA that 
provides a benefit to the organism.



All point mutations that have been studied on 
the molecular level turn out to reduce the 
genetic information and not to increase it.
Lee Spetner



Four mechanisms of evolution
1. Mutation

2. Migration

3. Genetic Drift

4. Natural Selection



All species of life have evolved over time from 
common ancestors through a process called 
natural selection. 
Charles Darwin



Natural selection (survival of the fittest): 
organisms that are more adapted to 
their environment are more likely to 
survive and pass on the genes that aided 

their success.



Four mechanisms of evolution
1. Mutation

2. Migration

3. Genetic Drift

4. Natural Selection













Adaptation: changes
within a kind of creature.

Evolution: change from
one kind to different kind
of creature.



Epigenetics: the ability for the 
same DNA to express different 
programming under different 
environmental conditions.











Adaptation: changes
within a kind of creature.

Evolution: change from
one kind to different kind
of creature.











JOB 12:7-10
But ask the beasts, and they will teach you; the 
birds of the heavens, and they will tell you; 8 or 
the bushes of the earth, and they will teach you; 
and the fish of the sea will declare to you. 9 
Who among all these does not know that the 
hand of the Lord has done this? 10 In his hand 
is the life of every living thing and the breath of 
all mankind.



Discussion Questions:
1. What did you learn tonight?  Any observations on the ideas 

and thoughts presented?
2. What stood out to you about Charles Darwin’s life? 
3. Comment on the idea that we are observing adaptation instead 

evolution in the natural world.
4. Share something you learned in one of the videos.
5. How does our current understanding of DNA, genetics, and 

epigenetics impact Darwin’s original theory?
6. Have a few people pray.




